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H E Reverend Thomas Cike, Doctor of 
Civil Law, late of Feſus , College in 0 
ford, * Prefbyter of the Church. of England, & 
and Superintendent of the Methodiſt So- 
cieties m America, failed from Graveſend in 
the autumn of laſt year for the province of 
Nova Scotia; but was driven by ſtreſs of wea- 
ther to the Meß Indies. He then embraced the 
opportunity which Providence afforded him, of 
viſiting ſeveral of the iflands: and having three 
miniſters with him, he fixed them in three of the 
iſlands as Miſſionaries to the poor Negroes, to 
many. of whom they have been rendered re- 
markably uſeful. In the courſe of his viſits he 
ſpent ſome time in the iſland of Sr. Vincent. 
5 his continuance there, the miſerable and 
wretched ſlate of the poor ſavage Caribbs, who. ax 
are utterly deſtitute of every . privilege enjoyed 
by givil Society, alſected him. much; «ps 
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an application to the legiſlative body of the 
" iſland, a grant was given of one hundred and 
fifty acres of valuable land on the borders of the 


Caribb country, for the purpoſe of raiſing a 
School-houſe, and a dwelling-houſe for .the 
teacher or teachers, for the civilization and pious 
education of the children of the Caribbs. A ne- 


gociation was alſo entered into with the Carihbs 


themſelves, who at laſt, through the recommen- 
dation and influence of ſome planters whom 
they, reſpected, conſented to ſend their children 


to be inſtructed in the Engliſh language, the 
| knowledge of the Holy Scriptures, and ſuch 
-/ other branches of education, as may render them 

© uſeful members of ſociety, both in the religious 


and commercial world. Two teachers, well 


5 qualified for the work, are now provided, who, 


from! wes, of humanity, are willing to enter 


on che aborious taſk of educating the * * 8 
ä vage — abovementioned. 


| "This ation 3 is ſo manifeſtly 3 to 

produce the moſt ſalutary effects, whether it be 
conſidered in a political, commercial, or more 
general point of view, eſpecially as founded on 
the motives of true benevolence and philan- 
: thropy, that little need be urged to influence the 
true rer of mankind i in general, and of their 
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N 
country in particular, to reach forth cheir kind 
e hand for i its eſtabliſhment and ſupport- 


But the expences of the buildings, as well as 
of the teachers, will, eſpecially in the firft in- 
ſtance, be very conſiderable. Dr. Coke will, 


therefore, take the liberty of waiting on thoſe 


.competent and benevolent perſons, to whom he 


< has the opportunity of conveying this plan for 


the civilization of the Caribbs, at their o¹n 


houſes, to receive any contributions they may 
think proper to lere 1 SE”. 


The  Doftur bas annexed a ſhort but intereſling 


account of the Caribbs, with which he was 


lately favoured: and he engages to. the ſub- 
ſcribers, that the -money contributed for this 
inſtitution, ſhall be moſt ſacredly wok the 
purpoſe deſigned, and that only; and truſis he 
hall. be enabled, through. the bleſſing of Divine 
Providence, to give the ſubſcribers, not only a 
circumſtantial, but alſo a pleaſing account of the 


ſucceſs of the undertaking. 
Ne Chapel, City- Ma, 
948952 . f 
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* he Cn of a Tir froth" A: Gentle 
in the Iſland of &. Vincent to the Re ve- 
rend Mr. Clarke, one of the Reve- 


rend Mr. WesLey's Miſſionaries in the © 


Weſt Indies, A. a ſhort „ 
of the Caribbs. | ; 


Hye, vt. Vincent Jul + 24, 178 7. 
Dear Sin, 


I Sincerely congratulate you on the riſing 
proſpect of rendering the Caribbs of this 


Iſland uſeful ſubjects, by giving them ideas of | 


Religion, enlarging their Underſtandings, and 


introducing among them the uſeful Arts. We 


have every advantage to expect from yotr-pious, 


_ well-meant endeavours. In a Chriſtian coun- 
try it is much to be regretted; that an attempt 


of the kind has not ſooner been made. What 
awful diſaſters might have been prevented there- 
by! This Iſland, by the combination of the French 
and the Caribbs, was once brought under a fo- 
reign yoke, and experienced all the inconveni- 
ences and hardſhips of a conquered country. 
This circumſtance however has been poſſibly 
attended with this good effect. It has ren. 


dered us more ſenſible of the bleſſings of a 


Britiſh 


4 
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| You have requeſted that I would anſwer ſeveral 
inquiries concerning the Caribbs. I thank'you- 
for the opinion you have concerved of the man- 
ner in which I would conduct the inquiry; and 


though ſenſible I am in ſome meaſure unequal 
to the taſk, I feel myſelf encouraged by your 


obliging confidence. A reſidence near the boun- 


dary for two years, ſome turn for obſervation, 
and the footing on which I ftand with them, 
will, I flatter . myth RO for the at- 


tempt. | . ; | a ; 


By the beſt accounts which I have 4 ah 
to colle& from the Caribbs themſelves, the Black 


Caribbs originally ſprung from the cargo of a 
Guinea ſhip which was wrecked on one of the 


Grenadilloes. They were brought over to this 
illand by the Yellow Caribbs, who were the 


Aborigines or native inhabitants, with many of | 
whom they ſoon were connected, forming a 


motley mixture, ſuch as we now ſee; but in 
which the negro-colour and features chiefly pre- 
vail. . They continued in this interchange of good 
Þ hh till ſuch time as the Black Caribbs per- 
ceived their Hugexiority to the others, in numbers 


and 


, their ne 


* 8 8 
and rength, "ibs then drove the Yellow Gal 


$ to the Leeward part of the Iſland, where a few 


of them only now remain. The greater part of 


the latter went to the Iſlands of Tobago -and 
*Trinidade, in both of which iſlands I have ſeen 7 


7 


It is er to follow them through the 
detail of their wars and treaties with the French, 
who at length formed a ſettlement in the iſland. 
At the treaty of peace in 1763, the Caribbs 


poſſeſt the moſt valuable part of the iſland. By 


the treaty which was made with them in 1773, 
they gave up an extent of country, comprehend 
ing about fourteen miles in length, and from 
three to four in breadth ; only part of which 


was ſettled in 1779, when the French invaded 


the iſland. Their jealouſies and hatred of the 
"Engliſh, which had been induſtriouſly kept up by 
the French, joined with ſome private cauſes of 


diſſatisfaction, led them to take an active part 


againſt us; and the dread of their barbarities had 
no ſmall eſſect in inducing the inhabitants ſo 
ſoon to capitulate. The ſettlements 6n the 


ceded lands were almoſt totally abandoned, 


"after the moſt ſhocking cruelties had been ex- 


exciſed by the Caribbs on the wretched victims 
of their rage. The French, during the time that 
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| | the 


FA 


4 
as Illand belonged to them, left the Caribbs in 
the quiet and peaceable poſſeſſion of their lands. 


Since the iſland has been reſtored to us, we have 
once more attempted a ſettlement on the ceded 


lands, and hitherto without interruption ; and 


we ſincerely hope that the preſent good diſpo- 
ſitions of the Caribbs will long continue. 


| — 
1 


be ſhort, F rom their temperance, their being 


unaccuſtomed to hard labour, the healthineſs of 


the climate, their early marriages, and the fruit- 
fulneſs of their women, we may eaſily account 
for their rapid increaſe. 


are procured. 


It is a difficult matter to ſay what ideas they 
have of a Supreme Being. The French took but 


little pains to inſtru them in Religion. They 
have ſome faint ideas of a Supreme Cauſe which 


e all g but they: conceive that God 
i een commits 


It is a very difficult matter to fix preciſely on 
their numbers, for reaſons which are too obvious 
to need being mentioned. The beſt- informed on 
the ſubject ſpeak with uncertainty. However, 
few have fixed their numbers below five thouſand: 

I ſhould rather ſuppoſe even that calculation to 


We may add to theſe 
_ conſiderations, the fruitfulneſs of the ſoil, and 
the eaſe with which the few neceſſaries of life 
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commits the: government a the world to ſubob. 
dinate Spirits. They make uſe of ſeveral incan- 
t rations againſt Evil Spirits, to 1 eien c 
unt influence. = | 


The Black Caritbs, differing ſo lietle from the 


negroes whom they ſaw employed in the occu- 


pations of the field, ſoon perceived the neceſſity 


of a diſcrimination founded on more obvious 
marks than that of complexion; ; and therefore 

adopted a plan of flattening their childrens' fore- 
heads, which is done by applying to the fore- 
| Head a ſmall board defended by ſoft cotton, and 

tied behind. The child, the moment it is born, 
is ſubmitted to this operation, which 1 is continued 


for two or three months. Some exceptions are, 


however, to be made to this general rule. Twins, 
from a ſuppoſition of their being weakly, and chil- 
dren, who are ſickly at their birth, are exempted. 


The operation is alſo longer continued upon the 
male, than on- the female child. I have fre- 


quently ſeen horrid diſtortions of the counte- 


nance, ſquinting, &c. occaſioned by the denne 


bone unequally or all 1 


r 


an early age, and are generally made by the 
e, of both * without conſulting the 


it inclinations 


(2 9. 


inclinations of the female; a houſe is ade for ; 
them, and the little furniture which they require, 


is provided. The wife is ſoon made acquainted 
with the labour of the field; ſhe plants the 
caſſada, the yams, potatoes, &c. and prepares 


and dreſſes them for the indolent . male, whoſe | 
{ole occupation is either ſhooting wild pigeons, 


Indian rabbits, and manna-rous, (the Ops/a}, or 
fiſhing. When the huſband finds himſelf in the 


ſituation of taking more wives, he obtains them 


from their parents: many of them have four or 


five. On thet event, they build ſeparate houſes 
for each wife, ſpending their time alternately 
with them. 80 entirely, however, are the 
wives devoted to the deſpotiſm of their huſ- 
bands, that quarrels among them are never 


known. Adultery is puniſned with death. In 
vo part of the world are the women more chaſte, 


5 ae poſſibly, to the ſeverity with which in- 
| continence is PR | | 


e a . Na any of. ha n 
they are not at liberty to marry again till his 
death: in that caſe only is it in their power to 


make an election. No ſlavery can be conceived 


more wretched than that of the women, the 
whole labour without and within doors devolving 
on hems Nor is this all: 2 Win frequent 
child- 


2 An. 
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85 child. n or any other cauſe, has mad" 
them look old or vgly, their huſbands leave 


them for other wives; for whom, and their 
children, they are likewiſe obliged to do all the 
moſt laborious · offices. Their huſbands fre- 
quently, in their ſcenes of drunkenneſs and de- 
bauchery, wound and maim on with r 
Rey rd and even ſhoot them. ; 


2 5 


der is there among them the ſmalleſt traces * 


5 policy or natural juſtice. The Lex Talionis 
is the only rule among them, provided the 


party has the power or abilities to redreſs him- 
ſelf. A few months ago a ſhocking inſtance 
happened in this neighbourhood. —— Manuel, 
a Curibb, who lives on my. eſtate, had a ſiſter 
remarked for her beauty and handſome perſon by 


her ſable lovers, of whom ſhe had not a few. 


She could, however, be only the lot of one; 
and he to whoſe lot ſhe fell, was the friend and 
intimate acquaintance of Manuel. Her huſband 
and ſhe lived for ſome time peaceably and com- 
fortably together, till a quarrel happened be- 
tween his ſiſter and his wife: they proceeded 
to blows, when the huſband interpoſed between 
them with his cutlaſs, made a puſh at his wife, 
and ' wounded her under the eye, of which 


beer, rag ſhe ney r The only re- 


dreſs 


— 


. 
| dreſs which Manuel required for the 10fy of His 
ſiſter, was——that the huſband ſhould put to 


death his own ſiſter ; which he did by carrying 
her down to the River Colonorie in the fore- 


noon, and murdering her with the greateſt bar- 
| _— | | | 


j 


| You are yourſelf acquainted with the other 
inſtance of the chief of Rabacca's being 
wounded by his nephew, and of the latter's being 
put to death the ſame evening by his couſin. 
You have ſeen the uncle upon this eſtate, where 
he is now recovering from has wound. 

: The Caribbs are Aly temperate in their 
meals, their food chiefly conſiſting of roots and 
other vegetables, here produced by the indulgent 


" hand of Providence in the utmoſt profuſion. 


Caſſuda, however, furniſhes them with the 
greateſt ſupply, which they bake into cakes oh 
thin plates of iron, procured from the Europeans. 
They make but little or no uſe of ſalt: fome- 
times only they indulge themſelves with a kind 
of ſoup called Tumallen, which is prepared in a 
ſingular manner. They take equal parts of the 
juice of the Caſſuda (which, by the by, without 
this preparation is- poiſonous) - and ſea-water, 
with crabs or crawhſh bruiſed, and a large 

proportion 


—— 
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proportion of pepper. - The whole is well boiled, 
and uſed as ſauce to their otherwiſe inſipid 
' Caſſadas. At their feaſts they uſe a fermented 
£ liquor prepared from Caſſada, Pines, Ec. called 
Vilou or Ouicou; the preparation of which is 
ſufficiently diſguſting to the ſight of an European; | 
the Caſſada being ſometimes previouſly chewed 
before infuſion. The ſaliva occaſions a quicker 
fermentation o the drink, which, is-ſoon fit for | 
uſe. Since their acquaintance with the Euro- - 

feant, the means of ie are more com: 


W 


- 


Their houſes were UE wy built of long, 
plant boughs bent in a ſemicircular form, and fixed 
in the ground at each end, about fourteen, feet 
in length, and twelve feet in breadth ; and they 
are very neatly thatched with the leaves of the 
Reſeau. Since their acquaintance. with us, they 
have improved in the ſtructure of their houſes, 
which are now formed of hard wood poſts fixed 
in the ground, plates and rafters ; 3 and are ſtill 
thatched with the Reſeau or Reed. The ſides of 
them ate wattled, and cloſely covered in, ſo as to 
| exclude the wind. | The doors are rudely formed 
out of the /Yhite Cedar, and move upon wooden 
pivots ; for they employ very little! iron in the 
fabrick. 


* 5 > Lat 1 % 
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-The whole: farditure uf the bouſe comſiſls of 

ſeats formed out of logs, their hammocks, the 

calebaſhi formed into cups and ſpoons, N EE. 

grater, a ſerpentine preſs, a wooden trough, 

and a caffada-iron-plate, and n a few 

e of e - i „ 
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The whole labour of the eld, as Sn 
7 5 is performed by the women. The 
= caſſada-ſticks are planted in little hillocks which 
I they raiſe at two feet diſtance. At the end of 
nine or twelve months it is pulled up, clean- 
5 waſhed, ſcraped with a blunt knife, and rubbed 4 
2 ona prater, which is formed of a piece of board, 
| into which fitiall pebbles are ſtuck; One end of 
- the grater leans againſt their breaſt, the other 
; end declines into a large wooden trough, into 
S ; which the grated caſſada falls : rt is then put into 
a prefs, which is very ingeniouſly made of the 
fibres of a plant” reſembling the wild plantain, 
and formed into the ſhape of a ſnake about the 
thickneſs of a man's thigh. The preſs being 
filled with the grated caſſada, they ſuſpend it - 
from the houſe or from a tree, and affix weights 
to the other end, whereby the poiſonous Juice 
is ſtrongly expreſſed : the caſſada is then paſſed | | 
through a ſieve which they likewife make very © i 58 
ingeniouſly, on a plate of iron put over a fire ; : 


1323 rs preſſed with:a wooden ſpatula, 
it forms itſelf into a cake, which, when: ſufficis 
ently toaſted on one fide, is turned, and toaſted 
on the other. This makes the conſtant 

| food of the Caribbs, except when the men can 
procure an agouty (an Indian rabbit), or a wild 
pigeon, or ſometimes the crab or craw-fiſh, and 
at other times the ſea-fiſh, which they are very 


dextrous in catching. But their principal depen- 
dence in reſpeft to fiſh, is on thoſe which they 


-procure by poiſoning the rivers : for this, pur- 
Pole the men of the whole diſtrict. are ſummon- 
ed ; part of whom are employed in procuring 
- the plants which are uſed for that purpole, viz. 
the dogwood-bark or erythrina linn, and the figeſbec- 
Ka: others divert the courſe of the liver, if it 
is too large, leaving no more water than they 
conveniently can poiſon. The weeds are then 
ſtrongly beat, and their juices expreſſed and 
mixed with the water, and preſently communis 
cate their inebriating eſſects to the finny inha- 
bitants, which ſoon ſwim with their bellies on 
the ſurface of the water, and allow themſelves 
to be eaſily taken.— It is obſervable, that 
; though thouſands of the young fry are deſtroyed, 
no ill effects ever happen from the ule of the fiſh. 
This is a practice, however, which ſhould be 
articularly diſcouraged, as it almoſt enjurgly de- 
HR the fry. 
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Another d 8 FOR obſerve, which 1 very 
AenUve, The river-fiſh in theſe parts com- 


mence ſpawning their fry about the end of July, 


when they drop their ova at the mouths of the 
rivers, which are then. cro uded with innumer- 
able ſhoals of ſea-fiſh, ſuch as ſnappers, grou- 
pers, king-fiſh, &c. The young fry inſtantly 
attempt to force their paſſage up the rivers, and 


are in ſuch numbers as to blacken the waters. A 


ſingle perſon may in a few hours catch a buſhel 
of them. Hundreds of Caribbs may be then 


. ſeen repairing to the rivers, and loading them- 


ſelves with the 7ritrixes (fo the French name 
them after the Caribbs). They are very 
delicious, and by drying in we ſun will Keep 
for ſome time. 


The Caribbs in general, both men and wow 


men, go naked, with the exception of a piece of 


cloth a yard irt length arid about a foot broad, 


which they wear round their middle, open to the 
left ſide: this is always dyed of an orange colour 


with the rocou. The women alſo wear a garter 
below each knee, bound pretty tipht. The un- 


| married women and the widows omit the right | 
garter. Both ſexes paint their bodies with ſtreaks 


of rocou: the men only colour their faces black 


on certain occaſions. -But on all occafions the men 
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| mb hem a fabre ar cutlaſs, and a loaded | 


muſket, which is ever on the cock, Quarrels 
are fo frequent among them, that they are ever 
in dread of meeting with ſome one with whom 
they are at enmity. Murders and aſſaſſinations 
are therefore very frequent, and their an imoſi- 
ties perpetually kept up. Every diſtrict of two 


or three miles in length, has its peculiar chief, 


who, however, has not the ſmalleſt ſhadow of 
authority, * in time of war. 


They are very ingenious in "aids baſkets, 


hammocks, and fiſhing-lines of the filk grals ; ; 


but the principal article of their commerce is 
the tobacco, with which they chiefly ſupply the 
Martinico-market, where it is manufactured into 

a ſnuff called Macouba, from a diſtrict in Marti- 


nico, which formerly raiſed the beſt tobacco in 
the Wt Indies. From Martinico they import 


muſkets, gunpowder,” flints, ball, and cutlaſſes, 
"ſome wine, and an inferior kind or rum called 


Taſſia. N ; * | 7 I 


They carry on their intercourſe in canoes: a 
their own making; ſome of which are large 
enough to contain fifty of them.- Nothing can 
equal their {kill in managing them in the moſt 


W ſeas. 
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Their intercourſe with. Martinique contain 
tends to debauch their morals, and to increaſe 
that prejudice and aveffion, which they have 


always had againſt the Enghf government. As 


they ſpeak. the ſame, language with the inhabit- 


ants of Martinique, and have been long acquaint- 
ed with them, they have no jealouſy or ſuſpi- 
cion of any deſigns which they can entertain 
againſt their liberty, and therefore are the more 


ready to. liſten to their ſuggeſtions. It is at 
Martinique alio where their wants are beſt ſup- 


plied ; and it is only there where they can vend 


their tobacco. The compariſon of the French 
iſland with ours, in reſpe& to wealth, pula- | 
tion, ſhipping, grandeur, &c. is by n no means in 


our nr. 


** 


Bot y we. cannot a to 1 mach. inter- 


courſe with theſe people till publick ſchools are 


eſtabliſhed to teach their children the Engliſb 
language, reading, and writing, and they are 
_ afterwards brought up to huſbandry, or ſome 
trade or occupation. The girls may likewiſe be 
brought up, and taught by ſchool-miſtreſſes in ſew- 
ing and knitting ſtockings. In the Spaniſb ĩſland of 
Trinidade, the Indians have been brought up and 
inſtructed in the principles of the Chriſtian reli- 
gion \ with great care and ſuccels, | There is a re- 

14 lat! markable 
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#harkable manufacture of ſtockings carried on by 


the Spaniſh Indians, which * from * to ſix 


; dollars per pair. 6 4 i ob 


They have already got among them the rocou, 
which they manufacture and carry to Martinique. 
This alſo ſhould be encouraged. The a pilte, 
or ſilk- graſs, affords the ſtrongeſt cords in na- 


ture, and the threads are ſo fine as to be 


employed in ſewing cambrick. With it they 
form fiſhing-lines. You had beſt ſend home 
ſome ſpecimens of it. In ſhort, the grand 
Point at preſent to be aimed at is the civilization 
'of them, and making them induſtrious, thereby 
rendering them firſt human beings before you 3 = 
tempt to make them Chriſtians, 1 - 
N 25 . 
I commend your intention of acquirlly a 
knowledge of their language. It is by no mèans 


difficult. The number of words are but few, ſuf. 
ficient to expreſs the ideas of their ſavage life. 
Their language, like their natures, is harſh and 


diſſonant. They ſpeak with the utmoſt impe- 


tuoſity, and as if they were conſtantly in a paſ- 
ſion; but the French language 1 is 1 Le 
Hoes by e | 


ef 


„ 139 4 


Thus, my Dear Sir, 1 have given you an ace 


count of my ſavage neighbours ; not ſuch | as I 


"Is 


# would wiſh to preſent you with, but ſuch as 1 
ſix was able, conſidering the ſhort time I had GGG 
I finiſhit in. As you wiſhed to fend it by the | « 0 H 
| packet, I have had only a few hours to write = 
ou, on a ſubject, which required a longer time to 
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ue: have been, properly digeſted. Fg 


„„ G4 Abies my crown vous es 
| endeayours with ſucceſs, is the ardent wiſh of 


* 


me  _- Your moſt obedient bumble ſervant. 


on! GEORGE DAVIDSON. 
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75 promate the ien 7 OR? aua Plin, among 
_ a Variety of other CO the , have 


been receiued: ' VIZ. 


LY 


Mrs. Brown of Bath 
A Fried 


George Wolf, Eſq. 


Mr. Marriott 
Mr. Ford 
Miſs Hervey . 
Mrs. Marſden 
Mr. Camiah 


Mr. Brocklehurſt | 


Mr. Jones 

Mrs. Ballard 

Mr. Agace 

Mr. ++ Smith 
Mrs. Brown and Co. 


f Mr. D'Olier £4 Sk 


Mrs. Smyth — 
Mr. Yates ROE 

_ The Rev. Mr. Bicker alf 
Mrs. Cookman — 
Mr. Whitchurch — 


Mr. Weſtcot —— 


Mr. Shum _ 
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The Rev. Mr. Horne * 
Mr. Urling, , = — 
Mr. Adderley _. oo 
A Friend — . 
Mr. Jacques — 5 
Mr. Batting . 
Mr. Roberts — = 
Mr. Pearſon  — | 
Mr. Mendham wwe 

Mr. Meredith  — __ 
Mr. Mills — — 
Mr. Beardmore — 4 
A Friend . * — 
Mr. Greaves —_ 
Mr. Wilkes — 
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Mr. Holy 
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Mr. Clarke 
Mr. Awbrey — 
Mr. Wynantz — 
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The Rev. Mr. Collins — ä 8 
John Griffiths, Eſq. — * 
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Mr. Holbrook — 
Mr. Dornford — 
a) Capper — 

Mr. Cooper — 
Andrew Strahan, Eſq. — 
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